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| 7 ea, though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me; thy rod and rhy Half 
they comfort me. 


N the preceding pſalm, the royal author 
deſcribes himſelf, as in a ſtate of ſor- 

row and complicated affliction; and, Whe- 
ther we underſtand him as repreſenting, his 
own ſtate and circumſtances, or, in the ſpi- 
rit of prophecy, foretelling and deſcribing 
the ſufferings of the Meſiab, of whom he 
was an eminent type, as well as a renowned 
progenitor, it 1s not to be wondered, that 
he ſhould fly to God for fuccour and conſo- 
lation ; be not far from me, for trouble 15 near; 
— be not far from me O Lord; O myflrength, 
baſte thee to help me.“ But in this pſalm, he 
ſeems to have emerged out of that gloomy 
A 2 ſtate, 


® Pſal. xx11.v1, 19» 
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ſtate, in which he was before involved ; and 
to expreſs, not only an unſhaken truſt, but. 
an unuſual alacrity in the divine patronage 
and power. The Lord, (ſays he,) is my ſbep- 
herd, I ſhall not want, he maketh me to the 
down in green paſtures, he leadeth me beſide the 
till waters; he reftoreth my ſoul, he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteouſneſs for his name's 
ſake.” Here the pſalmiſt repreſents himſelf 
in a ſtate of proſperity and felicity, of tran- 
quility and enjoyment, happy in the paſtor- 
al and parental care of his father, and his 
God ; and then it was no very uncommo 

mark, no ſuch diſtinguiſhing evidence, of his 
courage or piety, that his heart ſhould be 
lively, and make it's boaſt in him. | 

But could a man, of the pſalmiſt's know- 

ledge and experience, reckon upon the long 
continuance of this chearful ſcene ? no ſure! 
he well knew the inſtability of all human 
felicity, and looked forward to the valley of 
affliction, to ſee how he who was diſpoſed to 
rejoice in God, when he was allowed to re- 
cline and repoſe himſelf on the vivid paſ- 
. tures, and refreſh and regale himſelf, on the 
enamelled borders of a gentie murmuring 
ſtream ; to ſee, I ſay, how he could ſupport 


himſelf, 


e Pſal. xxiii. 1, 2, 3. 3 Pf. xxxiv. z. 
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himſelf, and maintain his fortitude and' his 
truſt in God, in caſe he ſhould be carried 
into the dark and dreary valley of affliction. 
Yea, (adds he,) though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
af they comfort me. This was ſuppoſing 
the worſt, according to an eye of ſenſe ; 
for the edge and ſting of moſt other afflic- 

tions is, that they are likely to end in death. 
He, therefore, who can look death in the 
face without diſmay, who can walk among 
the monuments of the dead, who can take 
the king of terrors by the cold hand ; he, 
who can paſs a ſerious hour of contempla- 
tion, in the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and fay, * hither I am willing to come, 
« whenever my father calls me,” * he is a 
happy man; eſpecially if he can ſay this, on 
the principles on which it is here ſaid by the 
pious pſalmiſt ; yea, though I walk through 
| the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me ; thy rod 


and 


* Some criticks have ſuppoſed the words have no farther | 


meaning, than a ſlate of affliction, but in the enſuing diſcourſe, 
I have choſe to conſider them as referring to the time of death, 


toywhich, (at leaſt,) they may well be acommodated. 
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end thy flaff they comfort me. In further diſ- 
courſing on which words, I propoſe, 


I. To fix your meditations, and my own, 
on that ſeaſon, or period of human life, 
which the pſalmiſt here deſcribes, as 
walking through the valley of the 2 
of death, 

U. To examine the grounds of his ſup- 
port and conſolation, in this expected 
awful ſeaſon. 

And then conclude with ſome Winde 


application. 


I. Let us take a pleaſing painful view, 
of the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
Death is the wages of fin. It is the ſen- 
tence pronounced on the whole human race, 
in conſequence of our original, and univer- 
fal apoſtacy. In Adam all die.? Death paſ- 
'F ' ſeth upon all men, becauſe all have ſinned." 
* All, I ſay, except they who may be alive at 
| the day of judgment, who muſt undergo a 
F change, equivalent to dying. The pious, 
as well as the profane, the wealthy and in- 
' digent, the honourable and baſe, muſt all lye 
[| down in the filent grave, and be covered 
with 


© x Cor. xv. 22. | u Rom. v. 12. 
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with the clods of the valley. This path is 
continually trodden, but the footſteps of the 
paſſengers are all one way. Jeſtua ſays, be- 
old / this day, I am going the way of all the 
eartb. And Job deſcribes it, as tbe way 
from whence he ſhould not return. The world 
by this means, (it is true,) is delivered from 
the impious and unjuſt, from the diſturbers 
of the peace and repoſe of families, from 
the tyrants and oppreſſors of mankind, from 
thoſe whoſe breath fills the air with blaſphe- 
my, or Whoſe hands ſtain the earth with 
blood ; but then, by this means likewiſe, it 
is bereaved of the ingenious and learned, 
of the virtuous and benevolent, of the pious 
and publick-ſpirited, of thoſe, who in pri- 
vate life, are the ſuccourers and friends of the 
diſtreſſed, and the encouragers of modeſt vir- 
tue; or, who in publick life, are the aven- 
gers of the wrongs, or the defenders of the 
rights of mankind ; whoſe lives bleſs and 
conſecrate the cities and countries where they 
reſide, and who are the ornaments and bul- 
warks of lociety. 
And what is this road which is ſo much 
frequented ? Ts it ſafe and pleaſant? is it fil- 
led with no doleful cries ? is it an- 


2 Joſh, xxiii. 14. e Job * 
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with no ghaſtly ſpectacles? alas, no! It is 
a gloomy” and a noiſome valley, a land of 
darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death ; a land 
of darkneſs itſelf, without any . and 
where the light is as darkneſs. And thoſe 
who paſs through it, at the ſame time with 
us, are able to afford us no ſuccour. 

The human body is compoſed of very de- 
licate, and very frail materials. When we 
are in perfect ſtrength, and in the vigour of 
life, we are ſometimes apt to ſuppoſe, that 
death is no ſuch ſevere conflict and ſtruggle, 
as it is generally repreſented ; but when the 
conſtitution 1s impaired by fickneſs, or be- 
come feeble through age, the thoughts of 
death, of the mortal dew hanging on our 
countenances, of the dim and ſunken eye, 
of the trembling limbs, and faultering ſpeech, 
and dying groan ; theſe harbingers of death 
ſtrike us with an univerſal chill, and make 


us dread the tyrant's nearer approach, 


I acknowledge ſome men have more con- 
ſtitutional firmneſs and fortitude, than others. 
Thoſe ſtorms and hurricanes in life, which 
are neceſſary to make ſome men thoughtful 
and conſiderate, ſhall fill others with terror, 
and almoſt drive them to deſperation. One 


ia man 


TO Xx. 21; 22, 


5 


the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. $ - 
man ſhall ſuffer more on the death of an 
old acquaintance, than another does on the 
loſs of an only ſon. One unfortunate or 
imprudent branch or member of a family, 
ſhall ſometimes make one parent miſerable, 
when another ſhall bear up, under the in- 
gratitude and diſſoluteneſs, of a whole race 
of prodigals. So likewiſe, on the approach 
towards the dark valley. One ſhall ſtart at 
. the mention of it, ſhall be apprehenſive that 
the lighteſt indiſpoſition which ſeizes him, 
that the leaſt pain or numbneſs he feels in 
any member of the body, or, that every 
occaſional lownefs of the animal ſpirits, is 
the certain preſage, and immediate fore-run- 
ner of death; whilſt others ſhall poſſeſs months 
and years of vanity, and ſhall have weari- 
fome nights in a long ſucceſſion appointed 
them, and yet betray no remarkable dejec- 
„ ton. | 
Nevertheleſs, certain it is, that with all 
the allowances which we are obliged to 
make for difference of conſtitutions, the 
thoughts of paſſing through the dark valley, 
muſt be a ſubject of ſome concern to every 


conſiderate man, when this event approach- 
955 B | ES, 
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es. All the world then ſeems to be dying 
to us.— All the beauties of the creation lan- 
guiſh in our ſight.— The corporeal and in- 
tellectual eye grow dark. — Our clothes 


hang heavy on us. Our food loſes its reliſh, 


— The graſhopper is a burden," and yet our 
bed is a bed of thorns.—Friendſhip has no 
more charms to revive us. — Our projects 


and purpoſes of enjoyment or uſefulneſs | 


are blaſted. — The cloſeſt ties and bonds of 
natural affection are diſſolving. — There is a 
total wreck of nature, and according to the 
| beſt diſcernment of an eye of ſenſe, we are 
ſwiftly to paſs through a narrow gulph, 
and plunge into a fathomleſs ocean. 

And is there no pain in ſuch an expectation! 
does a ſtately building, fallen to decay, cauſe 
an uneaſy ſenſation in every beholder ? Is 


the fight of a country or city laid waſte, an 


awful and moving ſpectacle ? Does a ſolemn 
gloom hang upon our minds, when we walk 
amongſt the tombs of the dead ? Can't we 
behold the dying pang, or hear the expir- 
ing groan, or ſurvey the breathleſs corpſe, 
of a once endeared and beloved friend, with- 
out turning pale and trembling ? I ſay, do 
ſuch 


v Eccleſ. xii. 5. 
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ſuch awful and venerable ruins ſtrike us with 
a damp, and fill our minds with horror ? 
And can we calmly think of being the prin- 
cipal figure and character in ſuch a fad tra- 
gedy, and not feel our blood creep through 
our veins, and be in ſome pain for the ifſue ? 
Well, this is the dark fide of the ſub- 
ject to be infirm and ſickly, to be old and 
die, to be ſtretched out a breathleſs and a 
ſenſeleſs corpſe, and be ſhut up in a narrow 
tomb, and be thruſt out of the ſight of the 
living, that we may not offend and annoy, 
thoſe whom we were wont to inſtruct and 
delight; ſure I am, this is a very ſad and hum- 
bling conſideration: and this is the ſeaſon, 
and theſe are the circumſtances, the oſalmiſt 
had in view, when he ſaid, yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
1 will fear no evil. 

But this is not the laſt end of man. It is 
not ſealing us up in eternal oblivion ; it is 
not conſigning us to abſolute annihilation. It 
breaks all our preſent relations and connex- 
ions, it is true; It cuts aſunder all the liga- 
ments, by which we are faſtened to this ma- 
terial and momentary ſyſtem; but there is 
one relation which it does not affect, which 
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it cannot change, or reach, or diſſolve; I 
mean, our relation to God, to the Lord and 
Sovereign of the univerſe, the ſupreme Fa- 
ther of men and angels. And what rela- 
tion is that? It is the relation of creatures 
to their Creator, of ſubjects to their ſo- 
vereign, aye, and of criminals to their judge. 
And how does our paſſing through the val- 
ley of the ſhadow of death, affect us in theſe 
relations? Why, it is our tranſition and tranſ- 
lation from a ſtate of trial, to a ſtate of re- 
compence; it is calling us to paſs our ac- 
counts; it is remanding us back from this 
diſtant country, where we have been ſtation- 
ed for a time, in order that we may be 
placed at the footſtool of the throne of the 
Majeſty of heaven and earth, and at the bar 
of the eternal Judge. And where is that 
man, where is that ſon of Adam, who 
dares to ſay he is not a ſinner? And where 
is that ſinner who dares to ſay, he has na- 
thing to fear ? The writer to the Hebrews 
obſerves, wwe know him who hath ſaid, ven- 
geance belongeth unto me, I will recompence, 
faith the Lord. And again, the Lord ſhall 
judge his people. It is therefore, adds he, a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 


1 ns 


. the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. 13 
Ing God. It is impoſſible, that any thought- 
ful man, ſhould take a view of the failings, 
and miſcarriages, and willful tranſgreſſions, 
of his paſt life, and have no kind or degree 
of concern, in the near approach of that 
awful period, when he muſt give an account 
of himſelf unto God; eſpecially, if he is 
firmly perſuaded of the conſequences of the 
deciſion of that important day; i. e. that it 
will ſubject him to a ſentence from which 
there is no appeal, and fix him in a ſtate of 
bliſs or woe, inconceivable and unchange- 
able. 3 | 
And is it poſſible then the pſalmiſt ſhould 
ſay, yea, though 1 walk through the valley of 
' the ſhadow of death I will fear no evil? — 
How could he or any man, with ſuch a val- 
ley, with ſuch a dark and lowring proſpect 
before him, ſay this without great and un- 
warrantable preſumption ? Did he expect a 
tranſlation ? Did he expect his ſpirit would 
take its flight out of the body at once, with - 
out ſtaying till the harbingers of death pul- 
led or tore down this earthly tabernacle ? On 
what then was this courage and reſolution 


founded, 
* Heb, x. 30, 31. 
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founded, and how far did it extend! > And 
this leads me to the 


IF. General head; namely, to enquire and 
examine on what grounds this good man's 


| ſapport and conſolation was founded. 


And I do not apprehend the pſalmiſt, by 


| ſaying, I will fear no evil, deſigned us to un- 


derſtand, that he vaunted of a floical apathy . 
or inſenfibility, — that he conſidered death 
as no evil. — He knew it was the curſe God 


denounced againſt fin, and as ſuch, he was 


too pious a man 70 deſpiſe it; and be had all 


the ſoft and tender feelings of humanity ; 


nay, he was a man, (if we may judge from 
his hiſtory, and from his writings,) of a very 
delicate compoſition, he was a lover of mu- 
fick, ſuſceptible of the gentleſt impreſſions, 
actuated by the ſtrongeſt affections, and en- 
riched and diſtinguiſhed by a very fine and 
beautiful imagination; the diſtreſſes he met 
with in his family, and in his kingdom, 
at times deeply affected him, and no man 
ever lamented with greater bitterneſs and an- 
guiſh of ſoul, his perſonal guilt and wicked- 
neſs, or ſeems to have been driven, in the 


ſenſe of it, nearer to the borders of deſpair. 


We 
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We cannot ſuppoſe therefore, that he did not 
ſee death in all the ſolemn fable in which I 
| have before repreſented it, or that he did not 
contemplate it, as a very awful and affecting 
criſis; nevertheleſs, I apprehend, he ſpake 
in this paſſage as a penitent ſinner, who had 
deeply humbled himſelf before God, and 
who had taken refuge in thoſe promiſes of 
divine mercy and forgiveneſs, which were 
afforded to the church of 1/rae/. His laſt 
words are a plain evidence of this : Although 
my houſe (ſays he) be not ſo with God, yet 
be hath made with me an everlaſting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and ſure, for this 
is all my ſalvation and all my defire.* 

When he ſays therefore, I will fear no 
evil; it is as if he had ſaid, — © Although 
6 do not expect to be favoured with a 
« tranſlation as was Enoch, although I am 
e ſenſible that to deſcend from my throne 
and be laid in a tomb, and from receiving 
« the homage of my ſubjects, and the ſpoils 
«© of my enemies, is a great ſtoop of ma- 
« jeſty; although I know the ſtroke of death 
ee may be violent or lingering, and that the 
ce ſeparation of ſoul and body is often at- 


ce « tended 
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* tended with ſtrong convulſions of animal 


« nature, and that through the gates of 
« death, I muſt paſs to the tribunal of my 
« Almighty Judge; yet I am not ſo alarmed 
& and diſtreſſed at theſe events, as to be 
« thrown into any agony or conſternation.” 
And allowing for the difference of the two 
diſpenſations, we may take his meaning to 
be ſimilar to that of St. Paul, G death where 
is thy fling, O grave where is thy vickory? 
the fling of death is fin, and the ſtrength of 


n is the lat, but thanks be to God who giv- 


eth us the victory through our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt. * But there are two particular grounds 
of ſupport and conſolation mentioned in the 


text, which deſerve our particular attention. 


And the firſt is, 


1. For thou art with me. To have the pre- 
ſence of God with us in any ſeaſon of life, 


is highly valuable and deſirable. A ſtate of 


the higheſt worldly proſperity without this, 
would be no joy to a good man, and with it 
every ſcene and ſtate of adverſity may be 
endured and ſupported ; but in no ſeaſon is 
it of ſo much importance to have God with 
us, as when we are to enter and paſs through 


| the 
11 Cor xv. 55. 
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the valley of the ſhadow of death. No- 


thing is more encouraging and animating to 


a man who has any conſiderable enterprize 


to execute, or any conflict to endure, than 


to have a wiſe and powerful friend near him, 


to afford him counſel and aſſiſtance, as occa- 
ſion may require. But no earthly friend can 
afford us much ſuccour or aſſiſtance when 
we come to die; we muſt enter the liſts alone 
with the king of terrors. The valley of 
death is often ſo dark, that we loſe the ſight 
of every earthly friend and object of con- 
ſolation, and to all the real evils we then ſuf- 


fer, we are often haunted with imaginary 


terrors ; to borrow the language of Eliphaz, 


Fear comes upon us, and trembling, which 
makes all our bones ſhake, then a ſpirit paſſes 


before us, which makes the bair of our fleſh 
79 fland up.» No mah can be ſure to what 
low ſtate of ſpirits he may be reduced, when 
he paſſes through this gloomy valley. But 
though the eye of ſenſe may be totally ex- 
tinguiſhed and abſorbed, yet if by an eye of 
faith we can ſee God, if we can ſee him not 


as made known in the dark ſayings, and 
daubtful conjectures, of the Heathen Mora- 
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liſts and Philsſophers, but as made known to 
us in his Word and in his Son, as declared 
by the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth; if we can ſee him in the 
glory of his attributes, and in the grace of 
his promiſes, and in the immutability of his 
covenant ; if we can ſee him as the God 
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and 
through him our reconciled Friend, and Fa- 
ther, and God. If in this ſenſe we can ſay, 
thou art with me, we may alſo add, yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil, | 
We who live under the chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, are undoubtedly favoured with clearer 
and more expreſs diſcoveries of the grace 
and mercy of God in the ſalvation of the 
apoſtate world, than they who lived under 
the Old Teſtament diſpenſation ; neverthe- 
leſs, I am fully perſuaded, David and other 
good men, under that diſpenſation, had ſuf- 
ficient diſcoveries to inlighten the dark val- 
ley, and to enable them to ſay, thou art with- 
ue, and thou wilt be with me as a merciful, 
and faithful God, and Friend, in the laſt 
conflict and agony of nature; and whoever 
is favoured with a fight of God in this ſenſe, 
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may chearfully declare, as Philip did to our 
bleſſed Saviour in the days of his fleſh, 


Lord, ſheg\us the Father, and it ſufficeth 15. 
But then I add, 


2. David takes notice, that the rod and 


af of God they would comfort him. 
The goodneſs of God is celebrated in this ö 


Pſalm, under the beautiful allegory of a 


ſhepherd's care of his flock, and therefore 
the ſhepherd's ſtaff, or crook is here men- 


tioned, as what would be lent him for his 


ſupport and defence. The thought that God 
is with us, is of itſelf a great ſupport to a 


good man in any ſtate of difficulty or extre- 


mity. But the matter does not reſt here. 
David relied not only on his preſence and 
countenance, but on his actual ſupport, and 


_ almighty protection; as Feb expreſſes him- 


ſelf on another occaſion, will he plead againſt 
me with bis great power; no, but he quill 
put flrength within me.* Or as Aſaph has 
expreſſed himſelf, with the moſt divine Elo- 


- quence, whom have I in beaven but thee, and 
there is none on earth T dejire beſides thee ; 


my fleſh and my heart faileth, but thou art 
C 2 the 


John xiv. 8. + Job iB. 6. 
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the firength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. And now from this ſubject I infer,. 

1. That the favor of God to good men, 

does not conſiſt in exempting them from the 
common calamities of life, or from the ſtroke 
of death, but in ſupporting them in, and 
under them. Nay, ſometimes the beſt men 

are the moſt afflicted ; they are viſited in 
their perſons, and in their neareſt relations. 
David had an Abſalom deſcended from him, 
as well as a Solomon. The former was to- 
tally abandoned and reprobate ; and the lat- 
ter, though celebrated for his wiſdom, yet 
was not the moſt eminent for his virtue and 
piety ; at leaſt his heart was not ſo right 
with God, as to be ſtedfaſt in his covenant. 
Wherefore, ſays Job, do the wicked live, be- 
come old, and are mighty in power ? their 


| 
lf ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their fight, and their off 
| 


$1! 

| * = ſpring before their eyes; their houſes are ſafe 
. from fear, neither is the rod of God upon 
| it hem. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaks in much the 
1 | x ' ſame language. — Bebold theſe are the ungodly 

| | |: | who proſper in the world, they increaſe in 
248 riches; verily I have cleanſed my heart in 
hk 1 vain, and waſted my bands in innecence, for 
| | all 


e Pſalm lzxiii. 25, 26. i Job xxi, 7. 
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the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor, ". 
all the day long have T been plagued, and 


chaſtened every morning.? We daily ſee like 
examples in the world. The ways of pro- 


vidence are often myſterious, and his judg- 

ments are a great deep. Nevertheleſs, good 
men have no cauſe to deſpond. The Lord 
will firengthen them on a bed of languiſhing, 
he will make all their bed in their fickneſs.* 
Fear not, ſays God to his ancient church of 
Jrael, fear not, for I am with thee, be not 
diſmayed, for J am thy God; I will ftrength- 
en thee, I will helþ thee, yea, I will uphold 
thee, with the right band of my righteouſ- 
neſs* Sirs, we muſt reckon upon affliction ; 
we muſt reconcile ourſelves to the thoughts, 
and to the ſtroke of death; we mult be ga- 
thered to our fathers ; we all go to com 
for they will not return to us; we ſhould 
therefore, labour to be accepted of God. 


2. The unſpeakable excellence and im- 
portance of religion. It is God alone who 
is able to ſuſtain a fick and dying man. 
The thoughts of God are terrible to all im- 
penitent ſinners. Their fleſh trembleth for 
fear of God, and they are e of bis judg- 


ments. 


„Pal. Ixxiii. 12, 13. * Pal, xli. 3. I. ai. 10. 
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22 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 

ments. But they who have committed their 
ſouls to God as a merciful creator, they who 
have entered into covenant with God in their 
health and vigour, they who have walked 
humbly and uprightly before him, in a courſe 
of holy obedience, and humbly repented of 
every act of diſobedience, they are encour- 
aged to plead, caſt me not away in old age, 


or ſale me not when my firength faileth," they, 


and they alone, will be warranted and able to 


ay, yea, though I walk through the valley 


of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy Ja 
they comfort me. 

I doubt not, many of you have; in your 
private meditations, as we have paſſed along 
in this diſcourſe, prevented me in applying 
various obſcrvations which have occurred on 
this ſubject, to our reverend and honoured 
friend, whoſe death has occaſioned my ap- 
pearing once more in this place and pulpit, 
to pay the laſt inſtance of reſpect to his 
memory. It might have devolved on a more 
able hand, if he had not frequently requeſt- 
ed it at mine; and to ſuch a man, with 
whom I once ſerved as @ fon with a father 

in 


e Pſal, cxix, 120. 3 Pfal. Ixxi. 9. 


_ the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. 0 23 
in the mimifiry of the goſpel, I could deny 
nothing I was able to grant. 

Dr. Benjamin Groſvenor was born the 1ſt 
of January, 1675, His father was an 
upholſterer of conſiderable buſineſs in the 
city of London. Both his parents were pious, 
and this ſon diſcovered, very early, both a 
ſprightly genius, and a great concern about 
religion. When he was only ten years of 
age, he had a moſt awful ſenſe of God on 
his mind, ſtrong and terrifying convictions 
of the power and danger of fin, remained 
upon him for a conſiderable time, till at 
length, he heard a ſermon at what was then 
called Mr. SHallet's meeting place, in Gravel- 
lane, Southwark, from a miniſter whoſe 
name he never knew, which brought him 
to a truer knowledge of God, his Saviour, 
himſelf, and of genuine religion. After this 
his ſoul found its true reſt, and he perceived 
the difference between being awed by terror, 
and conſtrained by rational conviction. He 
remained in this happy ſtate for ſeveral years, 
performing the duties and exerciſes of re- 
ligion, not as a taſk, but a pleaſure. 

Aſter he had acquired this ſerious and 
manly tura of mind, he no longer reliſhed 

the 


Nerv 


me 
x 


OI. 


0 
9 


4 Parr Wits mac £40 un O 2 CLEESESD = 
| 5 9 5 
* * Lad < "Ny 


3 


— 4 
> __ _ 
"4 "8 
* . n | 
l 9 
1 $3 
q *© 23 1 
5 3 * 
f : 
þ » 1 
} d 
- 
: 14 
— 141 
** 
i £15 
* 2 b 
11 
» BY 
1 
4 l * 
I 
F 1 
N 11 
5 : 4 
8 4 * 9 
o . 7 
* ' 
1 + 
'£ 
i” ©. Wy 
"7 in 
* 1 » 
1441 
% E 3 
* - 4 
a N 
- : 
** & 
- * 3 
* 2 
i t 
> 3 
ik 
# 
: 
3 
| 14 % 
F : 
: 
7 
1 1 
| "ft 
Y : 
> 1 
5 77 
| 
£ l 
1 
* i i 
0 11 
7441 
CE ' 
J. 
- * 
1 
, L | : 
4 1 
4 Wen 
| il. 
' : i: 
* 
1 
44 E 
1 
1 
1 1 4 
— 11 i 
1 4 
| 7 | 
y ' 
1 
4 | 
$1101 
| 4 
| : ; 
: : ; 1 
N : 
1 
* 
* 
, | 
| iN } 
| 
: — 


— — 


— my 
1 R 
* — f — * 
— — — — — — N 
8 - 
* . "Ye" . was — 
— — 
2 — — - 
W 4 5 
U * — FT RTE me 2 
— 
2 — — _ —— 2. - > = ——<——— 2 6 — — —— 
— 
, — — — — ＋6—— 
2 * — — — =P 5 


. eB ONEIS > nn 
— 3 — — 


— — 
— oa 


24 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 


the diverſions common to youth. But after 


the ſchool hours, retired to his cloſet, ſpend - 


ing many hours in prayer and devout medi- 
tation, and in reading books on divine ſub- 
jects with unſpeakable delight; and was ſo 
frequent and fervent in theſe exerciſes, and 
carried them to ſo great a length, that his 
good parents, who rejoiced at the eminent 
piety of their ſon, were yet, at length, very 
apprehenſive, that he would impair his 


health, and hazard his conſtitution. 


He obſerves, (in a diary now before me, 


that his heart was glad at the approach 


t of a Lord's d, that he might do nothing 
© but worſhip, learn, praiſe, and enjoy God. 
« Sheok Lord, for thy ſervant hears, was the 
language of my ſoul ; 1 was ready to 
© put in practice every thing, which was 


made known to me as my duty.“ And 


then he adds theſe remarkable words, (well 
worthy the attention of us eſpecially, who 
are Called to the miniſtry of the goſpel.) 
« If the preacher, that day, had been ſhew- 

; ing 
1 This diary, (Which did not come to hand till J had fi- 


viſhed the diſcourſe, as I delivered it from the pulpit,) has 
both obliged, and enabled me, to make ſome alterations and 


additions, that I might do juſtice to the Doctor's character. 


w n * B W— ———— ——_ * 


tze Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. 25 
« ing tricks in divinity, either metaphyſical, 
c ſcholaſtical, or critical; if he had been 
ce inflaming the paſſions of his audience, 


« inſtead of delivering the plain things of 


< life and godlineſs, I had then miſſed my 
© aim, at leaſt for that time.” * Barbarous 
* practice! (adds he,) of thoſe miniſters, 
* who have opportunities of ſpeaking week- 


_ & ]y to great numbers, with all the advan- 


* tage of publick countenance, authority, 
te and ſupport, and conſequently of doing 
ee extenſive good; and who yet retail traſh 


«and wrath; inflame the paſſions they 


ce ſhould allay - and abuſe to the diſturbance 


of the world, the day which is appropri- 


e ated to the preaching of the goſpel ; or 
* who employ it in any other way, which 
has not a tendency to make men truly good, 
* wiſer, and better.” | 

« In the midſt of theſe enjoyments, (lays 


he, ) ĩt came into my mind how I might con- 


<* tinue and ſecure them; I could not bear the 
te thought of exchanging theſe delights, for 
te the buſineſs or gains of the world. A life 
« of chriſtian duty and enjoyment was what 
« I wanted to ſecure. Upon that, I te- 
« ſolved to be a miniſter, and then my whole 
D cc life 
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26 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 
« life and buſineſs would lie in the tings 


] moſt delighted in.“ 


At this ſeaſon his mind was ſo deeply im- 
preſſed with the truth and importance of 
religion, that he thought he could convert 
every body, he thought he could make them 
feel as well as hear; that he could ſay fo 
much concerning the love of God to man- 
kind, the condeſcenſion and compaſſion of 
the Redeemer, the worth of the ſoul, the 
excellence and evidence of the goſpel, the 
glory and dignity of heavenly things, and 
the vanity and inſignificance of thoſe trifles 
which commonly ſeduce men's affections 
from God, together with the glorious or 
tremendous conſequences of a timely accep- 
tance, or total refuſal of the goſpel ſalvation, 
as would certainly faſten the arrow of con- 
viction ſo deep in the heart of a finner, that 
he ſhould not be able to draw it out. 

Being at length, with the approbation of 
his parents, determined for the miniſtry, 
he purſued ſuch ſtudies as he thought moſt 


likely to qualify him for that important 


ſervice ; but although he had a great eſ— 


teem for learning, yet he declares, that the 
dryneſs of the ſchool exerciſes, and the 


{weetnelſs 


the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. 27 
ſweetneſs he taſted in practical religion, kept 
him backward in literature for ſome time, 
but aſterwards he purſued it with more in- 
duſtry and pleaſure, though he always de- 
lighted moſt in the ſtudy of the holy ſcrip. 
tures. | 

In the year 1693 he went from London, 
to proſecute his ſtudies under the Reverend 
Mr. Jollie, at Atterclifſe in Yorkſhire, of 
whom he gives this amiable and inſtructive 
account, which from my own knowledge 
I am able to atteſt as true; „ that he was a 
* man of an excellent ſpirit, of great ſpiri- 
« tuality and ſweetneſs of temper. The or- 
ce ders of his houſe were ftri& and re- 
e oular ; and few tutors maintained them 
ee better, and with ſo little ſeverity. Every 
thing here was ſyſtematical. But the de- 
tc fects in his inſtitution, as to claſſical learn- 
te ing, free philoſophy, and the catholic di- 
e vinity, were made amends for to thoſe 
* who were deſigned- for the pulpit, by 
* ſomething thoſe pupils who had any taſte, 
* took from him in his publick perform- 
© ances. He had a charming voice, flow- 
te ing, and of a muſical ſound; a natural e- 
* Joquence ; his elocution and geſture were 

D 2 « ſuch 
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28 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 


„ ſuch as would adorn an orator. The 


ce pathetic was ſometimes ſo heightened 
ce with that divine enthuſiaſm, which is pe- 
ce culiar to true devotion, that he would 
«© make our hearts glow with a fervour, 
ec which he kindled in the breaſts even of 
« thoſe, who endeavoured all they could not 
te to be moved by him.“ | 

There have been tutors, (adds he,) of 
ce greater learning, who have been capable 
* of laying out a greater compaſs of educa- 
tion; but at the fame time it muſt be ac- 
© knowledged, that the reliſh for practical 
« religion ; that devotional ſpirit which was 
ce ſo improved by his example; that ſweet- 
« neſs of temper and benevolent turn of 
© mind, which a ſoul, of any thing the 
ce the ſame make, inſenſibly catches from 
te ſuch an example; are things not every 
© where to be met with, and yet have ſuch 
« an influence towards our uſefulneſs and 
ce acceptance as miniſters, as cannot eaſily 
ce be ſupplied by any other qualities.“ 

0 may obſerve, that no man appears to 
have been more formed after his tutor's mo- 
del, than was our deceaſed friend, Dr, 
Grofvencr, 


In 


the Reverend Dr. Groſvenor. 29 


In 1695 he returned from Attercliſſe to 
London, and continued his ſtudies under ſe- 
veral maſters, and particularly the Hebrew 
language under Monſieur Capell, who had 
formerly been a profeſſor of the Oriental 

languages at Saumur, in France, and was 
then an illuſtrious refugee, having fled with 
his wife and children, and a few books, 
(and that was all!) out of the reach of po- 
Fiſh cruelty, 

About this time, he obſerves, that he had 
doubts aroſe in his mind about being a mi- 
niſter, which he aſcribes partly to the diſ- 
putes amongſt chriſtians. He ſays, © he 
« had a natural averſion to conteſt, he 
<« thought it equally ridiculous to fide with 
« any party. And yet if he did not, he 

© knew it was the way to be dropt by both. 
He ſaw likewiſe a very ill taſte amongſt 
e the people, crying up ſome miniſters, and 
* crying down others ſo very ſtrangely. 
e However, he bleſſes God he at length 
ec got the better of theſe diſcouragements, 
t though they coſt him many anxious hours, 
e many prayers and tears.” Would to God 
too much of this taſte did not ſtill remain 
amongſt us | 


In 
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In 1699 he paſſed his tryals for the mi- 
niſtry, before the Reverend Mr. Quick, Mr. 
Shademan, Mr. Thomas Rowe, Mr Robert 
Fleming, Mr. Oldfield, Mr. Neſbitt, and 
Mr. Harris, and the ſame year he was in- 
vited by Mr. Oldfield's congregation in South- 
ark, to be their aſſiſtant Preacher. He ac- 
cepted this call, but he ſhone with too con- 
ſpicuous a luſtre to be long confined to this 
ſtation. His ſingular acumen, and lively ima- 
gination, and graceful utterance, and the 
warm devotion of his heart, which appeared 
in all his diſcourſes, quickly brought him 
into Londen; firſt to a lecture at the Old 
Jerry, ſet up by ſome young citizens of con- 
fiderable rank; and very handſomely ſupport- 
ed; where he and his amiable friend, the Rev. 
Mr. Samuel Roſcrvell, ſhone with diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre; although the ſucceſs and renown they 
acquired, few are now left alive either to re- 
member or relate. One common friend of 
myſelf and the deceaſed, a member and 
manager of that lecture, and afterwards an 
honourable and worthy member of this con- 
gregation, thanks be to God, is yet alive, and 
has often mentioned his part in that ſervice 


with no ſmall pleaſure, 
Mr. 


* the Reverend Dr. Groſven 2 = 


Mr. Grofvenor went into this lecture in the 
year 1702. and after the death of the Rev. 
Mr. Slater miniſter at Croſby: Square, which 
happened May 24. 1704. was choſen to 
ſucceed him. He accepted this call, and 
was ordained July 11. the ſame year, and 
ſoon raiſed the congregation into a flouriſh- 
ing church, and a crouded auditory, which 
continued for many years without any con- 
ſiderable declenſion. 

In the year 1703. he married Mrs. Mary 
South,* daughter of Captain Humphrey South, 
of Bethnal green; a family of eminence a- 
mongſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
* -. Ms 


u There is this remarkable paſſage in the Doctor's diary 
concerning Mr. Slater. 

The laſt Sacrament he adminiſtered, I received with him. 
He looked upon himſelf as near his end. At the cloſe he 
took a ſolemn leave of the Congregation, and ended with 
theſe words, which were delivered, on his part, with the ſo- 
lemnity of a dying Patriarch bleſſing his children, and with 
the authority of an Apoſtle. © I charge you before God, 
ce that you prepare to meet me at the day of judgment, as 


my croaun and my joy, and that not one of you be found want- 


« ing to meet me there at the right hand of God. 
2 Of whom the Doctor gives this character in his diary, 


- «bone dotis, melioris forme, et optimæ indolis; of a handſome 


fortune, a comelier perſon, and of the moſt excellent 
diſpoſition, 
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32 ÞA Feral Sermon on the Death of 
The increaſe of the church and auditory, 
made it proper for him to have an aſſiſtant. 
Accordingly, in the year 1705. the congre- 
gation made choice of Mr. (afterwards Dr.) 
Samuel Wright for this purpoſe; whoſe piety 


and whoſe uſeful preaching, and popular ta- 


lents, are well known in this city. On his be- 


ing called to the paſtoral office in the congre- 


gation at Black-friars, on the death of Mr. 
Slveſter, in the year 1709. I was choſen to 
ſucceed him; and my having ſtood in that re- 
lation to Dr. Groſvenor, and to this church 
for four years and upwards, with whom TI 
lived in perfect harmony, I ſtill review with 
pleaſure, and account an honour, After my 


removal to Hackney, the Doctor was aſſiſted 


firſt by the Reverend Mr. Oldfworth, and 
afterwards by the worthy and learned Ed- 


mund Calamy, B. D. lately deceaſed. 


In 1707. he loſt his wife, who was in- 
expreſſibly dear to him, by a ſudden and 
unexpected 


e How deeply and how devoutly his foul was affected on 
this occaſion, I cannot expreſs ſo well as by tranſcribing a 
few of his meditations from his diary, on the firſt Sacrament 
he adminiſtered after this melancholy providence. 

„ Our Lord (ſays he,) having his own death in view, 
greatly deſired to eat the paſſover with his diſciples. I have 

; | 6 6 c ſeveral 


on 


8 Aa 
nent 


1eW, 


have 


eral 


— el. 5 
unexpected ſtroke, in the midſt of their joy, 


after her ſuppoſed happy recovery on the 
birth 


ce ſeveral deaths in view. I look back on one death, 
« which has taken away my deareſt earthly treaſure ; I look 
et forward upon my own, and I come now ſo to fix my eye 


aon the death of Chriſt, that I may ſupport the one, and pre- 


“ pare for the other. 

God has appointed I ſhould eat this paſſover with bitier 
herbs indeed; and yet I am come here on purpoſe to abate 
<« the bitterneſs of my ſoul. There cannot be ſo much B'it- 
e terneſs in that cup God has lately put into my hands, as 
& there is ſweetneſs in this cp of bling which we bleſs. The 
& bread of affliction, and the water of affliction, have been 
ec the proviſion of my lonely table; I would with the more 
& .cager appetite, fit down to the bread of life that comes down 
e from God! 

& Lord! towwhom ſhould ave go, but unto thee ? Thou haſt the 
ce avords of eternal life, Words of eternal life, will come like 
“ healing balm into a ſpirit, wounded by a death, that 
« ſtrikes as deep into me, as my own. Words of art and 


ce eloquence won't do; I cone hither for avords of eternal life. 


«© Thy Conſolations O God, are not ſmall; all are but ſmall 
c without thine ! 

« Philoſophy is a dry well; and an empty cloud. The 
« fine ſpun reaſonings, and the flouriſhes of wit, are works 


« of men at eaſe. They teach me how to write and ſpeak, 


«© but not to endure. No; but the words of eternal life, are ſpi- 
« rit and life. Speak ſuch words to my troubled paſſions, 


% and they will be aſſwaged; as when thou ſaidſt, Peace, be 


« fill, to the obedient winds and waves. 

I flee from one death, to get relief in RF a From 
& the death of a dear Relative, to the death of an infinitely 
"  dearer Saviour, — And what 1 is there, O my ſoul, that can 
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birth of her ſecond child. But though he 
loſt his beloved companion, he retained the 
eſteem of her family, who always treated 
him with reſpect and honour. © 
In 1712. he married his ſecond wife, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Prince, by whom he had four ſons, 
William, Samuel, George, and Richard. All 
of whom are dead except the youngeſt. But 
his children inheriting neither their father's 
prudence nor piety, occaſioned him very 
heavy affliction, which he ſupported with a 
patience and reſignation, that religion alone 
could inſpire. God grant that his only ſon 
' who now ſurvives, may live to repair the fa- 
mily's honour | 
In 1716. he was choſen one of the fix 
Preachers at the Merchant's Lecture, at Sal- 
ter's- Hall, 
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&« be bitter in the death of the moſt beloved upon earth, that 
« is not ſweetened by the death of him who was moſt be- 
« loved in Heaven! 

« As at the firſt marriage it was obſerved, that for this 
te cauſe Sall a man leave father and mother, and cleave to his 
&« wife. — So in this ſacramental contract, which is our 
© eſpouſal to Chriſt, muſt a man leave wife and children, and 
6e ail the world, if required, that he may cleave to the Lord 
10% avith full purpeſe of heart, &c.” _ 

© The Doctor had only one Son by this marriage, Benja- 
min South Groſvenor, who lived to grow up, but who died 
many years before him; and a daughter who died an infant, 
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ter's- Hall, which poſt he filled with great 
reputation, till he reſigned it in the year 
1749. 

Of how friendly a diſpoſition he was, 
and how ready to do kind offices, I can de- 
clare from my own experience, during the 
firſt years of my publick miniſtry ; nor am 
I ignorant how honourably and generouſly 
he acquitted himſelf in ſome tranſactions of 
a private nature, which reſpected his worldly 
intereſt, and which were occaſioned by ſome 

misfortunes that happened in his father's 

family, where he readily gave up, what it 

was generally agreed, he had an unqueſtion- 

able right to retain, And his father and 

mother being reduced in their advanced years, 

received the fulleſt proof of the high re- 

gard their pious ſon paid to the fifth com- 

. mandment. 

| His ſtature was low, but his mien was 
manly and graceful ; and though his conſti- 
tution was rather tender than robuſt, yet he 
was ſeldom laid afide from his public work. . 

His voice though ſmail was ſweet and 

melodious, eſpecially until the year 1720, 

when he was obliged to ſubmit to a painful 
operation of having his Uvula cut out of his 

E 2 mouth, 
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mouth in conſequence of a violent inflamma- 
tion; and which ever afterwards occaſioned 
an impediment in his pronunciation. Ne- 
vertheleſs, he had ſo great {kill in managing 
his voice, (owing, perhaps in ſome mea- 
ſure, to his knowledge in muſick,) that I 
have hardly heard any ſpeaker more capable 
of affecting and commanding an audience. 
He delivered ſerious truths from the pulpit 
with uncommon freedom and energy ; and 


if it ſhould be allowed, that occaſionally, 


ſome of his livelh turns needed an apology, 


I am bold to ſay, many of them demanded 
admiration. | 5 

His judgment and faith, in the doctrines 
of the chriſtian religion, were ſteady and un- 
ſhaken. And though I know not that his 
ſentiments ever much altered, on any points 
of controverſy, yet he deteſted cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, and abounded in candour and moder- 
ation, © I thank God, (ſays he in his di- 
« ary,) for that temper of mind and genius, 
« which has made it natural to me to have 
e an averſion to bigotry. This has improv- 
« ed conſtantly with my knowledge. And 
the enlarging my mind towards thoſe who 
“differ from me, has kept pace with my 
1 illumi- 
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ce illumination and intellectual improvements. 


&« Agree to differ, is a good motto. The. 


te reaſon and lovelineſs of ſuch a friendly 
e diſpoſition would recommend it, and I 
te am perſuaded, people would almoſt take 
ce it of themſelves, if it were not for the 
se ſeveral arts uſed to prevent it.“ 


He uſed to ſay, if he was pleaſed with 


© any of his own compoſitions, it is what 
te he has entitled, The temper of Feſus;” and I 
do not wonder at this preference, as he 
habitually laboured to tranſcribe into his own 
heart and life, what he there fo charmingly 
deſcribes. 


But as man is born to trouble, and finds 
this his ſureſt inheritance in the preſent 


world, and as there is no ſeaſon of life, in 
which religious truths are ſo felt and reliſh- 
ed, as a time of affliction, and as the piece 
itſelf is indeed a very maſterly performance; 
I am inclined to think, his Mourner bids the 
faireſt to perpetuate his memory. | 

In 1730 the univerfity of Edinburgh 


conferred on him the degree of Doctor in 


divinity, in the moſt reſpectful manner, he 
not "— the leaſt knowledge of their in- 


tention, 
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tention, till the diploma was delivered into 


| his hands. 


Beſides the books he publiſhed, to which 
he prefixed his name, he wrote ſome ſmall 
pieces, both political and controverſial, which 
are not univerſally known to be his. 


Notwithſtanding his ſevere afflictions, and 


his love to devotion and retirement, he en- 
| Joyed life as much as moſt men, he abound- 


ed in lively fallies of wit, and few carried 
innocent chearfulneſs, or pleaſant converfa- 
tion higher, amongſt choſen friends, than 
he did; but when paſtoral duty required 
him to viſit the ſick, or comfort the diſtreſ. 
ſed, he endeavoured to open ſprings of di- 
vine conſolation in the ſoul, and was ſolici- 
tous, as a worker together with God, to 
turn the ſevereſt afflictions into ineſtimable 


bleſſings. 


He was a miniſter, in London, of diſtin- 
guiſhed reputation upwards of fifty years; 
but the infirmities of age obliging him to 
withdraw from publick ſervice; he reſign- 


ed the paſtoral office in the year 1749, and 


was ſoon ſucceeded by your preſent worthy 


| and excellent. miniſter, Mr. John Hodge. 


The 
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The receſs which the Doctor gained. by 
this means, he employed in reading with ſo 
much diligence, that hardly any new book 

on morals, or religion, or polite learning, 
eſcaped him. 

During. his retirement a voinſied Ade 
increaſed upon him, and by degrees wore 
him out; but though many heard him groan, 
none heard him murmur or repine. I ne- 
ver perceived him to expreſs any fear of 
dying, he viewed the darkſome valley with- 
out any gloom or horror, he bad long re- 
joiced in hope of the glory of God, firmly 
believing in Jeſus as the reſurrection and the 
life, and in that God who raiſed up Chriſt 
from the dead, as a pledge and earneſt that he 
would quicken the mortal bodies of bis faithful 
ſervants, by bis ſpirit which dwelleth in them. 
To a friend at Dr. Watts's funeral, who 
took notice of his habitual chearfulneſs, 
he made this reply, © Il ſmile on death, if 
« God will ſmile on me.” And this temper 
of mind, owing in part to a natural ſweetneſs * 
of diſpoſition, but principally to the ſupports 
of a divine faith, he preſerved to the laſt. 

I took an affecting leave of him the night 
he 
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he retired into his chamber, where he re- 


mained ſeven weeks; during which, his 
pain was very violent, but his patience had 


its perfect work. In my laſt viſit he told 


me, no body knew what he endured, but 
he did not murmur or complain. He loſt 


his ſpeech ſome days, but not his ſenſes, till 
he ſlept in Jeſus, on Lord's-day morning, 


Auguſt the 27th, in the ä year of 
his age. 

Bleſſed are the dead who thus &+'tn the Lord; 
they ſhall reſt from their labours, and their 
works ſhall olg them ;* and they ſhall aſ- 
ſuredly ariſe again to conſummate happineſs | 
and honour, when the returning Saviour ſhall 
come 70 be glorified in his ſaints, and admired 


n all them who believe.“ 
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